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Local sexual health campaigners meet with public health minister 

Minister pledges to raise WoWstow concerns with Public Health England chief  

Women of Walthamstow (WoWstow) campaigners met with public health minister 

Anna Soubry last week and secured a promise that she would take up their concerns 

about inadequate sexual health and contraceptive services in the area with the head 

of Public Health England. 

The meeting at the House of Commons, which was also attended by local MP Stella 

Creasy, was set up amid fears that Waltham Forest would struggle to meet all its 

statutory public health duties—including sexual health services—when local 

authorities assume responsibility for these in April as part of the government’s 

healthcare reforms. 

The funds allocated to the local authority for its new role represent a 10 per cent 

increase on the monies spent on public health by the NHS in the area. But at £42 -

£45 a head of the population, these fall short of the £67-68 a head the borough 

should be spending on public health over the next two years, according to the 

government’s own calculations. 

Councillor Ahsan Khan, the council cabinet member for health, told WoWstow 

campaigners ahead of the parliamentary meeting that the formula used to work out 

the budgets was “flawed.”  

Sexual health services would consume the largest chunk of the cash, he said, 

emphasising that the additional funds would be swallowed up by an inherited 

overspend and other aspects of public health that had not been factored into the 

budget allocated by the government.  

And he suggested that the government’s welfare reforms would drive more 

disadvantaged people into the borough, putting additional pressure on public health 

and other council services. 

The minister countered that the government was “very proud” of the increased 

budget for public health it had provided for each local authority in the country. 

But she nevertheless promised to raise these issues with the local authority, and with 

Duncan Selbie, the chief executive of Public Health England, the new body that will 

hold local authorities to account on their public health duties. 



The WowStow campaign has succeeded in getting health chiefs to set up a weekly 

sexual health clinic in Walthamstow and in persuading one of the largest GP 

practices in the area to provide contraceptive services. 

But the campaigners fear that the squeeze on budgets will threaten the future of 

these hard won gains, and scupper the chances of providing similar much needed 

services in other parts of the borough.  

In support of their case, WoWstow presented Ms Soubry with a dossier of evidence, 

outlining the scale and impact of the gaps in sexual health services in Waltham 

Forest, where rates of teen pregnancies, repeat abortions, and sexually transmitted 

infections are among some of the highest in the capital. 

And they told her about the many difficulties they and other residents, who had 

contacted the campaign, faced in accessing timely and appropriate sexual health 

and contraceptive services in the area. 

Ms Soubry was “appalled” by some of the personal stories she heard, and said that 

the government’s sexual health strategy, due to be published shortly, would provide 

a blueprint for what effective sexual health service provision should look like. 

Commenting on the outcome of the meeting, WoWstow chair, Jenny Lennox, said 

she felt the minister had listened to their concerns.  

But she added: "The problems with sexual health services in the borough stem from 

historic underfunding for the provision required. And despite the increase provided 

by the government in the public health grant, we are still a long way from the sums 

really needed to deliver a good service for residents." 

Further information:  
WoWstow chair Jenny Lennox: Tel: 07734 845 307  
Follow WoWstow on Twitter @Wowstow 
Website: http://wowstow.wordpress.com/about/ 
 
Notes for editors: 
Walthamstow is in North East London in the borough of Waltham Forest. 
WoWstow has been active since April 2012. It comprises a group of women from 
Walthamstow who have come together to campaign for improved sexual health and 
contraceptive services in the area. 
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